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     “Voices on the 
Front Lines” is all 
about capturing the 
voices of Christians 
who are engaged in 
the effort to 
preserve the 
freedom to profess 
and practice our 
religion. Biblical 
Christianity has 
been under attack 
recently. Much of 
what Jesus taught is 
now being labelled 
as “hate speech.” 
Many have been 
advocating for 
legislation to be 
passed to suppress 
Christian voices in 
our province and 
throughout the rest 
of Canada. Within 
the last year, several 
churches have been 
burned down or  
 

vandalized. I would 
encourage all 
Christians to speak 
up, not only about 
why Christianity is 
true, but why we 
should have the 
freedom to practice it 
and share it with 
others, as our Lord 
commands. 
 
     "Go into all the world 
and proclaim the gospel to 
the whole creation." 

-Mark 16:15  
(ESV) 

 
     "Go therefore and 
make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, 
the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have 
commanded you. And, 
behold I am with you 
always, to the end of the 
age." 

Matthew 28:19-20 
(ESV) 

 

     "If anyone is ashamed 
of me and my words, the 
Son of Man will be 
ashamed of him..." 

Luke 9:26-27  
(NASB) 
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Drew E. 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

 
 
 
 
     Church is 
essential because 
Jesus taught that we 
need to worship 
together. We don’t 
need to be together 
to pray or worship, 
obviously—but we 
are commanded to 
do so, if we can. 
Church isn’t a club. 
It’s our religion. 
And we should have 
religious liberty. The 
Bible teaches that 
we should gather. A 
lot of people are 
suffering spiritually. 
If we aren’t allowed 
to gather, it’s very 
difficult to care for 
each other. 
 
     “And let us 
consider how to stir up 
one another to love and 
good works, not 
neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit 
of some, but encouraging 
one another, and all the 
more as you see the Day 
drawing near.”  

Hebrews 10:24-25 
(ESV) 

 
 

  

Jason S. 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 
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     It’s really difficult 
to have a proper 
worship service 
without being able to 
interact with each 
other. For one thing, 
it’s not natural. The 
scripture is also very 
plain that Christians 
gather. In fact, in 
Hebrews it says that 
we should not forsake 
the assembling of 
ourselves together.  
 

       2 
 
 

Tobias T. 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Deborah S. 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

     Church is essential 
to us because God is 
essential to us. Of 
course, we need to 
protect people who 
might be affected by 
this virus. But that 

 

shouldn’t mean 
forcing healthy people 
not to gather. If some 
churches want to 
close, that’s alright. It’s 
their choice. Churches 
and people should be 
able to decide for 
themselves.  
      We’re not out here 
spreading hate or 
anything like that. 
There is a spirit of love 
here. Anyone can 
come down and see 
how positive and 
loving an atmosphere 
it is. We just want to 
be free to choose 
things for ourselves. 
For some people, that 
means freedom from 
the vaccines if they 
don’t want it. For 
other people, that 
means the freedom to 
gather in person to 
worship without 
restrictions. 
      What would I say 
to non-Christians 
reading this? Maybe a 
few things. We have 
different priorities. No 
one wants anyone to 
get sick. But getting 
sick just isn’t the worst 
thing for us. I don’t 
know a single 
 

Christian who thinks 
so. For us, it’s far 
worse to be deprived 
of our freedom to 
gather together in 
worship. 
     I would also say 
this. Non-Christians 
need to understand 
that it’s a part of our 
religion. Or at least it 
is for Bible believing 
Christians. Saying we 
can’t gather, or that 
only special people can 
gather, is like saying 
we can’t have a Bible 
at all. It’s like saying 
we can’t be Christians. 
It's like saying “you 
can be a Christian and 
believe in following 
the Bible. But you 
can’t actually follow it 
or you’ll go to jail.” 
     Maybe a lot of 
people think that being 
a Christian just means 
believing. But that isn’t 
what the Bible teaches. 
That isn’t what Jesus 
taught. He taught that 
there are some things 
that we must do. We 
must love Him most. 
We must love our 
neighbors. We must 
“not forsake the 
assembling of 
ourselves together. 
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ourselves together, as 
the manner of some is, 
but exhorting one 
another. And so much 
the more, as ye see the 
day approaching.”  
     That was written in 
times when there were 
way more serious 
illnesses than Covid-
19. Serious illnesses 
were very common 
back then. If that was 
considered something 
worth shutting down 
churches over, don’t 
you think there would 
have been something 
important enough to 
mention? But there is 
nothing. Instead, the 
Bible is full of 
statements about what 
Christians should 
prioritize over their 
physical health. The 
Christians in the Bible 
would never let 
something like this 
stop them. Neither 
should we.  
     I pray that Canada 
wakes up and realizes 
all the harm these 
mandates are doing to 
Christians. It violates 
our religious rights. 
      
      
 

     Thank you for 
coming out in the 
cold and asking 
these important 
questions. Why is 
church essential? 
That’s easy. Because 
coming together to 
worship is essential. 
Why is the liquor 
commission open 
during lockdowns? 
Why are all other 
kinds of things still 
open? It shows 
what the priorities 
are.  
     Listen, if 
someone wants to 
lock down their 
business or church, 
that should be up to 
them. But it 
shouldn’t be a law. 
That crosses the 
line. 
     Should churches 
refuse people who 
aren’t vaccinated? 
Absolutely not, in 
my opinion. I would 
never attend a 
church that would 
discriminate against 
people like that.  

 
 

 

Cole N. 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Jesus taught that 
church is for everyone. 
It doesn’t matter what 
your skin colour is. It 
doesn’t matter whether 
you are rich or poor, 
or what kind of blood 
you’ve got.  
     Don’t get me 
wrong. I know people 
who are staying home. 
My aunt is social 
distancing. She has a 
condition. And we all 
understand. She has 
been careful about 
how she worships. 
One of my best friends 
got really sick from 
Covid. He wasn’t 
vaccinated. But it was 
his choice, and that’s 
okay. He knew the risk 
he was taking. And I 
know a lot of 
unvaccinated who got 
Covid and barely got 
sick at all. Again, let 
every person choose 
for themselves. And 
let churches choose. 
     More Christians 
need to speak up 
about this so that 
everyone can be 
allowed to participate. 
I pray that God opens 
up the eyes of people 
in this city.    
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Brendon D. 

Mark L. 

Eric C. 

Cam M. 

Rural, Manitoba 

     I believe that it 
was spring of 2020. 
Eric asked me if I 
wanted to meet 
together and just 
start praying. He 
invited me to his 
place. Mark was 
there also. Then we 
decided to meet 
together regularly. 
But we were all 
living pretty far 
away from each 
other at the time, so 
we needed a central 
point. That ended 
up being the center 
of Canada! Cam 
started coming. 
Soon, we were all 
getting together 
regularly to pray for 
the country! 

 

“Therefore, let everyone 
who is godly offer prayer 
to you at a time when 
you may be found; 
surely in the rush of 
great waters, they shall 
not reach him.” 

-Psalm 32:6 
(NIV) 

 
“Let your 
reasonableness be 
known to everyone. The 
Lord is at hand; do not 
be anxious about 
anything, but in 
everything by prayer and 
supplication with 
thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known 
to God. And the peace 
of God, which surpasses 
all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ 
Jesus.” 

-Philippians 4:5-7 
(NIV) 

 
“Answer me when I 
call, O God of my 
righteousness! You have 
given me relief when I 
was in distress. Be 
gracious to me and hear 
my prayer!” 

-Psalm 4:1 
(NIV) 

“Hear my prayer, O 
Lord, and give ear to 
my cry; hold not your 
peace at my tears! For I 
am a sojourner with 
you, a guest, like all my 
fathers.” 

-Psalm 39:12 
(NIV) 

 
“Therefore, confess your 
sins to one another and 
pray for one another, 
that you may be healed. 
The prayer of a 
righteous person has 
great power as it is 
working.” 

-James 5:16 
(NIV) 

 
“Is anyone among you 
suffering? Let him pray. 
Is anyone cheerful? Let 
him sing praise.” 

-James 5:13 
(NIV) 

 
“Continue steadfastly in 
prayer, being watchful 
in it with 
thanksgiving.” 

-Colossians 4:2 
(NIV) 

 
“Rejoice in hope, be 
patient in tribulation, 
be constant in prayer.” 

-Romans 12:12 
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Drew E. 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

     Apologetics is all 
about answering 
questions. That 
makes it a very 
useful tool when 
sharing our faith. 
Over the past few 
months, we’ve been 
going door to door 
asking people for 
questions they 
might have about 
Christianity. Here 
are some of the 
questions we got, 
along with some 
answers provided by 
local apologists and 
evangelists: 
 

“Can you go to 
Heaven just by 
being a good 

person?” 
 

-Melanie. F 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

 
 
 
 
 

Mark L. 

St. Anne’s, Manitoba 

     The simple 
Biblical answer is 
no, and I’ll explain 
why. Often when 
this question is 
asked, it’s asked 
through a lens of 
what set person 
deems to be a good 
person. But Heaven 
is based on what the 
Bible says, and so 
defining what is 
good needs to be 
determined by what 
the Bible says, not 
by any individual. 
“Good” is a term 
loosely used in the 
English language, 
but biblically 
speaking, “good” 
means “moral 
excellence.” 
     Good is such a 
strong term in its 
original meaning. 
When Jesus was  
 
 

 

addressed as a good 
teacher, He stated, 
“there is none good 
but one, that is God” –
Matthew 19:16-17. 
How can any human 
come close to getting 
to heaven if none are 
good? That’s where the 
message of hope 
comes in! When we 
recognize that 
repentance, putting our 
faith in Jesus and 
following His 
teachings is what 
matters to Him, then 
we discover that we 
actually have the 
eternal reward of 
Heaven to look 
forward to!  
 
“Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in 
heaven, for so they 
persecuted the prophets who 
were before you.”  

–Matthew 5:12 
 

“What no eye has seen, nor 
ear heard, nor the heart of 
man imagined, what God 
has prepared for those who 
love him.”  

–1 Corinthians 2:9 
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“What is the Bible?” 
 

-Sade. M 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

 
 
 
 
 

Loralee E. 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

“Why do Christians 
need to submit to 

God?” 
-Hannah. D 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 
 
 
 
 

 

Cam M. 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

     We always need to 
submit to God and 
have faith. When we 
don’t, we are at risk of 
falling into darkness 
and being handed 
over to depraved 
minds.   

     We’re also in 
danger of leading 
people astray. As we 
examine Jesus, we 
remember that 
stumbling is bad, but 
leading someone 
down a false path is 
much worse. Jesus 
explains that it would 
be better for someone 
to tie a millstone 
around someone’s 
neck and cast them to 
the bottom of the sea. 
 
“Through him we received 
grace and apostleship to 
call all the Gentiles to the 
obedience that comes from 
faith for his name’s sake.”  

-Romans 1:5 
 
“And this is love: that we 
walk in obedience to his 
commands. As you have 
heard from the beginning, 
his command is that you 
walk in love.”  

-2 John 1:6 
 
“If you love me, keep my 
commands.”  

-John 14-15. 

     To many in our 
culture today, calling 
someone a “Bible-
believing Christian” is 
almost a slur, a 
laughable concept 
that indicates a 
person’s gullibility or 
outdatedness. They 
may have in mind 
some dusty old tome 
full of rules like the 
Ten Commandments. 
They may think of 
Sunday-school stories 
like Noah’s Ark or 
Jesus walking on 
water and wonder 
how any intelligent 
person could assent 
to such fairy tales.            
     The Bible,  
 
 
 
 

 -Hebrews 13:14 
 

“I tell you this, brothers: 
flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of 
God, nor does the 
perishable inherit the 
imperishable.” 

 –1 Corinthians 15:50 
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however, is neither 
rulebook nor childish 
fantasy. In fact, it 
represents roughly 
3000 years of collective 
wisdom, more an 
“internet” in itself than 
a single didactic or 
prophetic work. It 
includes everything 
from ancient oral 
traditions to eyewitness 
accounts, from poetry 
to letters. It has about 
40 separate authors, 
who were writing over 
a period of 1500 to 
2000 years, in three 
different languages, 
and in different 
iterations of Judaic and 
early Christian 
societies. Yet despite 
this diversity, the Bible 
contains over 63,000 
cross-references, 
indicating a deeply 
unified and self-
referential text. This 
alone makes it a 
priceless artifact of 
human civilization, one 
unlike any other in 
history. 
     Yet for Christians, 
this unique collection 
of manuscripts is even 
more than that. A 
Christian who  
 

“believes” the Bible 
understands it’s not 
just a human 
creation—but also a 
divine one. They 
believe God himself 
has been at work 
throughout history, 
inspiring the various 
authors of the Bible, 
“breathing life” into its 
words, and 
orchestrating its 
collection, safekeeping, 
and interpretation. For 
this reason, Christians 
often call the Bible 
“the Word of God” or 
“the Scriptures.” We 
believe God designed 
it, brought it together 
over time, and is 
continuing to speak to 
his people through it. 
We believe it has 
literary, historical, and 
spiritual value. Though 
we acknowledge each 
manuscript was 
penned by human 
hands, we believe each 
part combines with 
every other part to add 
up to something 
transcendent. It is both 
natural and supernatural.   
     Now that we 
understand the 
significance of the  
 

Bible, let me expand 
on its contents. 
Though its name 
comes from the Greek 
biblion, meaning 
“book,” it is, in fact, 
more like a library than 
a single volume, and an 
educated reading of it 
takes into account this 
variety of genres. It’s 
first divided between 
two Testaments: the 
Old Testament actually 
predates Christianity, 
while the New 
Testament tells the 
Christian story. 
The Old Testament 
begins with the 
Pentateuch—the first 
five books—that tell 
the story of how God 
created the earth and 
its inhabitants, how 
men and women 
rebelled against God, 
and finally, how God 
responded. In a 
nutshell, it’s the “origin 
story” of the Jewish 
people. It includes the 
Law of Moses, which 
is a set of rules God 
gave the Israelites 
through the prophet 
Moses, but in flavour 
and style, it is closer to 
mythology, or  
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“mythohistory.” 
     There is some 
disagreement among 
scholars on who wrote 
the Pentateuch and 
how it should be 
interpreted, but it likely 
originated from a long 
oral tradition. As such, 
it is fair to read books 
like Genesis and 
Exodus through that 
lens. For example, the 
creation story in 
Genesis was never 
meant to be read as a 
“scientific” text, 
responding to modern 
day evolutionary 
theories, rather it’s 
better interpreted as a 
response to competing 
mythologies of the day. It 
contains truth that 
goes beyond physical 
reality—what one can 
understand as narrative 
or philosophical truth. 
     After the 
Pentateuch, the Bible 
contains many 
historical books. These 
have various authors, 
but they are often read 
more literally than the 
older books. These 
histories of the Old 
Testament are the 
chronicles of the  
 

Jewish people, and 
they contain many 
exciting stories, such as 
the life of King David, 
told through the book 
of Samuel. In a grand 
sense, they tell of the 
ongoing rebellion of 
the Israelites against 
God and God’s loving 
pursuit of them, in 
spite of their 
disobedience. 
     Another significant 
part of the Old 
Testament is the 
wisdom literature. This 
includes Proverbs, a 
collection of wise 
sayings, and Psalms, a 
collection of hymns 
that the Israelites 
would sing to and 
about God. A quick 
perusal of the Psalms 
will show why it 
remains one of the 
most popular sections 
of the Bible today. It 
contains such beautiful 
poetry as Psalm 23: 
“The Lord is my 
shepherd, I shall not 
want. He makes me lie 
down in green 
pastures, he leads me 
beside quiet waters, he 
restores my soul.” It 
also contains honest  
 

and agonized cries, 
such as that quoted by 
Jesus on the cross: 
“My God, my God, 
why have you forsaken 
me? Why are you so 
far from saving me, so 
far from the words of 
my groaning?” (Psalm 
22). As you can see, 
there is no “sugar-
coating” of life in the 
Bible. It continually 
speaks to the harsh 
reality of suffering—
while upholding faith 
in God’s goodness. 
Nor it does not 
maintain this apparent 
contradiction lightly. 
The wisdom literature, 
which includes such 
heavy hitters as Job (a 
book devoted to the 
question of unjust 
suffering) dives right 
to the heart of the 
human predicament, 
asking tough questions 
about God’s 
character—and ours.    
     The Old Testament 
is closed out by the 
prophetic writings. 
These are books 
written by God’s 
prophets: those who 
heard from God and 
were called by God to 
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proclaim his words to 
his people. These 
include such books as 
Isaiah, most known 
for its foretelling of a 
redeemer. This man, it 
declares, will come to 
save Israel and take all 
their wrongdoing on 
himself. The 
prophetic books also 
contain many of the 
“scary” passages of 
the Bible: God’s dire 
warnings to the 
Israelites to turn from 
their wicked ways and 
seek him again. 
Ultimately, the 
prophets spoke of a 
God who cared deeply 
for his people, who 
did not want them to 
be ensnared by lesser 
things, but who called 
to them to lives of 
integrity, goodness, 
and faithfulness.  
     After this, came a 
time of silence. There 
was roughly 400 years 
between the last 
books of the Old 
Testament and the 
first books of the New 
Testament. In this 
period, God’s people 
waited. And then 
something marvelous  
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happened: the 
prophecies of Isaiah 
and other writers of 
the Old Testament 
began to come true. 
Jesus was born.  
     The most 
significant part of the 
Bible for Christians is 
the first four books of 
the New Testament, 
called the Gospels. 
These are four 
separate eye witness 
testimonies of the life, 
death, and 
resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. They are some 
of the most well-
attested and rigorously 
preserved documents 
of ancient history. 
They include the 
miraculous 
circumstances of 
Jesus’ birth, the 
teachings he gave, and 
the incredible things 
he did during his 
ministry. Together, 
they seek to 
demonstrate the 
humanity of Jesus, as 
well as his divinity, 
that he was not “just a 
man,” but also the 
Son of God, the one 
sent by God to 
redeem all of  
 

humanity and to offer 
a new life of hope and 
love. These books 
represent the bedrock 
of Christian faith. 
     Next, we have the 
book of Acts, another 
historical account that 
directly follows the 
Gospel of Luke. After 
Christ died, was 
resurrected, and 
appeared to his 
followers, he was 
taken up into heaven 
(the Ascension). 
Shortly after, his 
followers experienced 
a major event called 
Pentecost. Jesus had 
promised to send “his 
Spirit” to them after 
he was gone. 
Pentecost is the 
coming of this Holy 
Spirit, where Jesus’ 
spirit is believed to 
have entered into each 
one of his followers, 
thus sparking an 
explosion of faith and 
wondrous acts. This 
led directly to the 
establishment of the 
Christian Church. The 
newly-filled followers 
of Jesus spread across 
the Roman world, 
teaching the   
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commands of Jesus, 
and telling them about 
the hope of new life 
that he offered. Acts is 
the story of how this 
happened.  
     Written during the 
events of Acts, we 
have the epistles. 
These are letters from 
the prominent leaders 
of the early Church, 
written to specific 
churches (for example, 
the Romans or 
Ephesians), which 
were then circulated 
and recognized as 
authoritative teachings 
for all Christians. 
These are 
predominantly the 
letters of Paul, who 
emphasized the grace 
of Jesus as being for 
everyone—not just for 
the Jews—and who 
gave many instructions 
for how early 
Christians ought to 
live.  
     Finally, we have the 
last book of the Bible, 
Revelation. This is 
another prophetic 
book, also highly 
symbolic, like Isaiah, 
which tells of the 
second coming of  
 

Jesus and the final 
“unveiling” of God. 
Everything now 
hidden, the book tells 
us, will be made clear, 
and God will establish 
a new earth, one where 
he may live together 
with his people 
forever. 
     Contrary to popular 
opinion, these books 
were not arbitrarily 
selected to form the 
Bible. Rather, they 
were either part of a 
longstanding Judaic 
tradition, or else widely 
recognized by the early 
Christians to be 
authoritative—
authentic and 
meaningful accounts 
that stood the test of 
time and truly reflected 
the heart of God. Most 
of these books were 
“canonized” early on, 
with lists being found 
as early as 170 A.D. 
recognizing most of 
what we now call the 
New Testament as 
being divinely inspired. 
A few minor writings 
followed later, with 
Revelation being 
included last of all. Yet 
the process of  

canonization included 
careful discernment 
and analysis of the 
reliability of the 
accounts, and its 
preservation was 
undertaken with 
intense seriousness 
throughout the Middle 
Ages and Renaissance. 
     Since then, the 
Bible (or portions of it) 
have been translated 
into thousands of 
languages and 
circulated throughout 
the world. Those who 
study it are impressed 
with its depth and 
vivacity. Those who 
believe it are shaped by 
its words. Yet above 
all, those who come to 
know Jesus live out its 
truth in real and 
dynamic relationship. 
Ultimately, Christians 
do not believe in Jesus 
because of the Bible, 
rather they believe in 
the Bible because of 
Jesus. The Bible is 
God’s story, and we 
become more and 
more convinced of it 
through the unfolding 
witness of our own 
lives, as Jesus dwells 
within us, redeems us,  
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and offers us hope and 
purpose through his 
grace. 

  
 

Valerie H. 

Calgary, Alberta 

“What advice would 
you give to someone 

who wants to start 
evangelizing, but 
feels nervous or 

shy?” 
-Stuart. W 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 
 
 
 
 
 

     I want to 
encourage you! You 
are the light of the 
world. God said that 
he has placed in us 
his Holy Spirit, that 
we’re not doing this 
alone. It’s his light! 
We carry the 
presence of God 
into this world, and 
people so  
 
 
 

desperately want an 
encounter with the 
one true God. They’re 
looking for a spiritual 
encounter with 
something that is real. 
So I want to encourage 
you, if you’re feeling a 
little bit apprehensive, 
or you don’t know 
how, or you’re shy. 
First of all, get 
equipped. Pray and ask 
the Lord to show you 
where to go, and then 
get involved with the 
other believers who 
are doing it, and learn 
from them. 
     When I began, I 
just started to say, 
“Hey, can I go with 
you? I don’t actually 
want to talk. I’m here 
to observe only.” So 
out of that, I was able 
to glean, and 
sometimes I would be 
going with people, and 
I would be like, “Wow! 
That’s amazing that 
they said that! I’m 
going to totally use 
that in an answer.” 
And then other times I 
would say, “Ooh! That 
is something I 
probably won’t use. 

With my personality, 

 
      

 

that’s not the approach 
I would take.” 
     But that’s okay! It’s 
all learning. And there 
are many ways to 
reveal Jesus and to talk 
about your faith in a 
way that is very natural 
and even for those 
introverts like are like, 
“I don’t even know 
where to start. That 
would just exhaust 
me!” There’s just so 
many practical things.        
     My website is 
fortheone.ca. I’d love 
to hear from you! You 
can get my books, 
there’s a link there on 
the website, or my 
book is also on 
Amazon, “Revealing 
Jesus: Evangelism Raw 
and Real” by Valerie 
Hopman. Love for you 
to pick up a copy! 
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     I’m old enough 
to remember when 
young friends of 
mine went positively 
giddy after 
discovering they 
were expecting a 
child. Once the 
“official” 
announcement was 
out, preparing for 
the new arrival went 
full speed ahead and 
everyone got in on 
the action. Adding 
to their good 
fortune, a duet song 
titled “Having My 
Baby” by Canadian 
crooner Paul Anka 
was gaining 
popularity, and went 
to the #1 spot on 
the music charts. 
“You're havin' my 
baby. What a lovely 
way of sayin' how   
 
 
 
 

Laurie M. 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

much you love me. I 
can see it, your face is 
glowin'.I can see it in 
your eyes, I'm happy 
you know it. That 
you're havin' my baby. 
I'm a woman in love 
and I love what it's 
doin' to me. Havin' my 
baby. I'm a woman in 
love and I love what's 
goin' through me.” 
     So, when I 
volunteered with a 
friend last summer to 
do outreach on behalf 
of The Canadian 
Centre for 
Bio-Ethical Reform 
(CCBR), I was curious 
to see what the current 
views were on the 
abortion issue. After 
completing CCBR’s 
Crash Course on how 
to approach folks on 
the ethical stance of a 
pre-born’s 
human rights, we 
headed out into the 
neighbourhoods. My 
friend was the Team 
Leader and I was the 
helper. I was struck by 
the similarities from 
both men and women 
regarding the rights of 
the unborn, and even 
at what stage the fetus  
      
      
 

was considered human. 
Some folks seemed to 
focus on ‘what if’ 
scenarios. ‘What if she 
was raped?’ or ‘What if 
she cannot 
afford a baby?’ and so 
on. These were 
legitimate concerns. 
Women expressed ‘my 
body—my choice’ to 
affirm bodily 
autonomy. But once a 
new human being has 
been conceived and is 
growing inside the 
womb, that 
distinctiveness 
fundamentally changes 
to providing a 
nurturing and 
protective environment 
for the developing 
baby during the course 
of nine months and 
beyond. 
     The main goal was 
to provide scientific 
facts about the fetus 
according to 
embryologists, and to 
show that the unborn 
are human at every 
stage and therefore 
have the same innate 
human rights as 
children after birth. 
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Justony V. 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

     My involvement 
in the pro-life 
movement stems 
from my family's 
story. After I was 
born, my mother 
was diagnosed with 
rheumatoid arthritis 
and lupus - both 
autoimmune 
conditions that left 
her with only a 
couple of years left 
to live. Though she 
struggled with bouts 
of depression from 
this diagnosis, she 
and my father spent 
their "remaining 
days" joyfully in 
prayer and 
thanksgiving for the 
time they had left. 
Through God's 
faithfulness, 
physicians told my 
parents that her  
 
 
 

conditions had 
disappeared - it was a 
miracle! Again, in 
prayerful thanks, my 
family saw that this 
was an opportunity to 
glorify God.  
     My parents yearned 
to bear life again, they 
were told that they 
would no longer be 
able to conceive due to 
the illnesses that had 
taken a toll on her 
body. In 2002, my 
parents were reflecting 
on Elizabeth & 
Zechariah's story 
which was shared in 
church. Later, they 
found out that 
they conceived my 
brother. Physicians 
cautioned them with 
prenatal diagnoses and 
the fact that it was a 
high-risk pregnancy. 
     My parents were 
urged to have an 
abortion for her sake 
and the child's sake 
(that he would not 
have good quality of 
life from all of the 
complications). 
Discouraged, my 
parents turned to our 
church community 
and leader to help  
      
 

guide them in their 
decision. I praise God 
that they had a strong 
pro-life community to 
support them, no 
matter the 
circumstance. My 
parents declined the 
abortion offers. On 
May 2, 2003 my 
brother was born - he 
was completely 
healthy!  
     Had my parents 
not accepted the gift 
of life bestowed to 
them, had seen the 
circumstance over the 
child, had felt isolated 
and without a strong 
community, been 
overcome by fear and 
chosen death, I would 
not have my brothers, 
my best friends. 
Today, my brothers 
are creative, athletic, 
smart, and are 
excelling in life. God 
has been so good to 
my family, and 
continues to show us 
his love and mercy. 
     Today, I work in 
the pro-life movement 
through Life Culture 
Canada as my passion 
has grown into 
advocating for the  
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fullest sense of women's 
health, mental illness, 
and working with the 
elderly, and children 
with disabilities. 
Life Culture Canada is 
a non-profit 
organization that 
provides pro-life 
education and 
resources to 
individuals, families, 
communities and 
churches. Our mission 
is to promote a 
consistent culture of 
life from the beginning 
of life to its natural 
end. We hope for 
Canada to become a 
country where all 
human life is valued as 
sacred, where every 
unborn child has the 
opportunity to live, 
and where patients 
receive palliative and 
end of life care until 
the time of natural 
death.  
     We started as 
League for Life 
Manitoba in 1969, 
when pro-life women 
felt the need to 
respond to the passing 
of the Omnibus Bill. 
This bill allowed for 
therapeutic abortions  
      
 

to be performed 
legally. Through the 
years, the organization 
evolved into Life's 
Vision, where life-
affirming education 
was shared widely 
through churches and 
communities. Life's 
Vision was 
instrumental in 
enacting Manitoba's 
conscience rights for 
doctors, provincial 
screenings for the 
feature film, Unplanned, 
planning and 
organizing annual 
events such as the 
March for Life in 
Manitoba, 100 000 
Flags Display, and 
Banquets, and so 
much more. 
     Following God's 
leading, we moved our 
office to Steinbach in 
2020 and became Life 
Culture Canada. We 
have been able to 
share the good news 
of life continually. Life 
Culture Canada has 
become an umbrella 
for many more life-
affirming initiatives. 
These initiatives 
highlight that the pro-
life movement  
 

responds to the needs 
of beginning of life 
and end of life 
protection and 
advocacy, as well as 
every moment in 
between. Focusing on 
a culture of life and a 
consistent life ethic, 
Angel Baby (pregnancy 
and infant loss 
support), Generation 
Life (pro-life youth), 
In the Waiting 
(infertility support), 
the Church 
Ambassador Program, 
and CareTogether (end 
of life and caregiver 
support), Life Culture 
Canada is confident 
that together, we can 
transform our culture 
into a culture of life!  
     Education is key in 
transforming the world 
around us! I encourage 
everyone to learn more 
about their life-
affirming beliefs - 
whether it is the 
biology, the Biblical 
and theological  
perspective on human 
life, and most 
importantly, the stories 
that can teach us about 
the dignity of each 
human.      
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 (lifesvision.ca) to 
arrange your study 
series. You can 
contact either CCBR 
or Life’s Vision for 
any other questions 
and there will be 
someone happy to 
help. If you are 
someone or know 
someone who is 
struggling with a crisis, 
they would be happy 
to help. The Winnipeg 
Crisis Pregnancy 
Centre’s website is: 
pregnancy.ca. 
Reaching out directly 
to them or to any of 
the aforementioned 
groups will provide 
you with the necessary 
help and resources to 
aid you through your 
crisis. 
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be filled with the Holy 
Spirit before birth. It 
is stated that John will 
turn the hearts of 
parents to their 
children (1:17). 
Obviously, these 
verses illustrate that 
life begins at 
conception and that 
parents are meant to 
make their children a 
top priority. The 
declaration that John 
was filled with the 
Holy Spirit before 
birth is not unique to 
him. Jeremiah’s first 
words in the book 
that chronicled his life 
were: “The word of 
the Lord came to me, 
saying, before I 
formed you in the 
womb I knew you, 
before you were born 
I set you apart; I 
appointed you as a 
prophet to the 
nations.” (Jeremiah 
1:4–5). As we look at 
this passage, it is 
crucial to remember 
that human life does 
not begin in the 
womb. The creation 
of the human life 
begins at conception. 

At the moment a 
female ovum unites 
with a male sperm, a 
new distinct individual 
human being is 
created.  
       This process 
naturally takes place in 
the fallopian tube. In 
light of this scientific 
discovery, this passage 
in Jeremiah 1 makes 
total sense. If the 
simple words of 
Jeremiah and the 
words found in the 
Gospel of Luke aren’t 
enough for you, 
consider the actions of 
John leaping for joy in 
the womb when 
Elizabeth was greeted 
by Mary. This event 
not only caused John 
to leap with joy in the 
womb, but also caused 
Elizabeth to be filled 
with the Holy Spirit. I 
also want to point out 
that in both the case 
of John and Jesus, the 
angel of Gabriel told 
them not to be afraid. 
This is something that 
is especially 
meaningful to me 
because often times 
when people conceive 

 

children unexpectedly, 
they are afraid. I think 
that this is a good 
reminder for all of us, 
not only to realize the 
anxiety that 
unexpected pregnancy 
can have, but also a 
reminder to be not 
afraid. Throughout 
the Bible, children 
have been seen as a 
gift— not only the 
miraculous conception 
of Jesus and John in 
the gospels, but also 
Samuel and others, 
who were 
miraculously 
conceived in the Old 
Testament as well. I 
specifically mention 
Hannah’s situation 
because the name 
Hannah means 
“favour.” Mary, 
Elizabeth and Hannah 
all reference the 
favour of God when 
speaking about the 
blessing of conceiving 
a child. Children are 
seen as a blessing 
from God. In fact, we 
are called to come to 
Jesus with childlike 
faith. It is the only 
way to get into 
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Heaven (Matthew 
18:3). Additionally, 
Jesus encourages His 
disciples in this. “Let 
the little children 
come to Me, and do 
not hinder them, for 
the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to 
such as these.” 
       If none of my 
explanations so far are 
sufficient for you, I 
simply ask you to 
reflect on the spirit of 
the Bible. Not only 
about the gift of life 
or the culture of life, 
but about the culture 
that opposes it— the 
culture of death. 
When I think of this, I 
am reminded of 
Romans 6:23: “For 
the wages of sin is 
death; but the gift of 
God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.” That is so 
powerful! To think 
that King Herod hated 
THE LIFE, THE 
GOD OF THE 
LIVING so much that 
he ordered the 
execution of every 
young boy emphasizes 
this point.  
 
 

I know that I have 
illustrated many 
reasons so far that 
give evidence that the 
Bible and the biblical 
ethic are inherently 
pro-life and pro-child. 
But what about 
abortion in the Bible? 
Was there anything 
that speaks about it 
directly, if we assume 
that “giving a child to 
Molech” is not the 
same thing as today’s 
Satanists aborting 
babies as an offering 
to Satan? The closest 
thing that I can find to 
abortion in the Bible 
is in Exodus 1. In this 
passage the Egyptians 
try to oppress the 
Israelites, but God 
continues to bless the 
Israelites with children 
in response. As a 
result of this, Pharaoh 
tells the midwives 
“When you are 
helping the Hebrew 
women during 
childbirth on the 
delivery stool, if you 
see that the baby is a 
boy, kill him.” In this 
situation, when the 
midwives are asked to  

kill the babies 
immediately after 
birth, they however 
feared God and let the 
boys live. “And 
because the midwives 
feared God, He gave 
them families of their 
own.” (Exodus 1:21). 
Based on this passage 
and all of the other 
evidence I have 
shared, it seems 
obvious that the Bible 
does support a life 
affirming ethic.  
      My final argument 
for the sake of this 
article would be the 
argument that God 
calls us to radically 
sacrifice ourselves. He 
states that people will 
know that you are my 
disciples by the way 
you love each other. 
We are supposed to 
care for the widow 
and orphan. Who is 
more of a widow than 
a young girl when 
either her family or 
the child’s father is 
pressuring her to have 
an abortion? 73% of 
post-abortive women 
surveyed in a Study 
done by the Journal 
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Connors is my 
favorite life-affirming 
book. It is packed 
with truth that will stir 
the heart to act, all 
while maintaining a 
compassionate 
posture. On the end 
of life, I recommend 
reading Holocaust 
survivor, Viktor 
Frankl's Man's Search 
for Meaning. While it is 
not explicitly a "pro-
life" book, it teaches 
us about suffering and 
its meaning. Our 
website features 
resources made by 
prolific pro-life 
authors and 
producers: 
www.lifeculture.ca/res
ources.  
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Teen pregnancy 
stories, post-abortive 
stories, stories of 
women who have 
experienced 
miscarriages, parents 
with children with 
disabilities, stories of 
young people who 
experience 
mental health issues. 
From hearing one 
anothers' experience, 
we can grow in 
compassion and 
understanding so that 
we can support 
women and families to 
choose life. I would 
also encourage people 
to share what they've 
learned in a 
compassionate and 
truthful way, whether 
it's to family members, 
church leaders, or 
reposting a life-
affirming social media 
post. Following Life 
Culture on social 
media can assist you in 
how to have 
conversations 
(lifeculture.ca). Start 
where it makes sense 
for you - what matters 
is that you begin. 
     Love Unleashes Life 
by Stephanie Gray  

Josh D. 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

     I worked part-
time at CCBR, a 
pro-life 
organization, for the 
summer of 2021. 
Combing through 
Winkler and 
Morden door-to-
door, many 
conversations were 
initiated with people 
holding a wide 
variety of stances 
and beliefs 
surrounding the 
topic of abortion.  
     To begin the 
experience, I was 
trained in an 
interactive 3-hour 
course which the 
company provides 
free of charge. This 
preparation delves 
into the importance 
of the abortion 
issue,  
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comprehensively 
tackling each of the 
pro-choice arguments 
dominating the public 
opinion. Training 
continued long after 
we were already door-
knocking several 
evenings per week. 
Deeper readings into 
many abortion-related 
topics (ranging from 
studies on embryology 
to moral relativism) 
kept me from 
becoming complacent 
in my knowledge as a 
pro-life advocate, and 
many discussions 
between doors and 
after shifts allowed me 
to gather insight into 
the reasons people 
respond in various 
ways to the pro-life 
position: confusion, 
interest, sympathy, 
uncertainty, anger, and 
much more. However, 
the primary takeaway 
from my time working 
with CCBR is indebted 
to the actual 
experience of 
interacting with the 
person on the other 
side of the door. . It 
was meaningful for me 
to engrain a pattern of  

of action: the 
recognition that I 
believe so much in a 
God-given, sacred 
cause, in this case the 
protection of the 
unborn, that I must 
gather myself and 
physically go out and 
spread the message, 
taught me deeply that 
beliefs must be lived 
and walked, and not 
solely stated or 
spoken.  
     One specific 
interaction expresses 
much of what I found 
meaningful in this job, 
in all its mildly and 
frequently 
uncomfortable nature. 
One night a sixteen-
year-old boy opened 
the door to have a 
conversation, and 
when asked, he said he 
hadn’t put much 
thought to the 
abortion issue. By 
proving the fetus is a 
growing and living 
human, combined with 
a discussion of the 
inherency of human 
rights from the 
beginning of one’s life, 
the high-schooler left 
the conversation  

convinced that killing 
the unborn is wrong. 
These types of 
conversations are 
particularly important 
to me due to two 
things: first, high 
school is a “target 
audience” age bracket 
for discussion on this 
issue. In this example, 
the boy we spoke with 
will grow to be a man 
who won’t pressure a 
woman into killing 
their child. Second, 
many people occupy 
ambivalent, “middle” 
stances on the issue; 
uncertain of their 
position, not devoting 
time to finding 
answers, and ultimately 
regurgitating slogans as 
a replacement for their 
own search for truth. 
Piercing that veil of 
complacency is a 
beautiful thing to 
experience, and I can 
only imagine what he 
may do with the pro-
life position taking 
root in his life. 
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Rik D. 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

     “Never Forget 

Eternity: The Three 

W’s of Christian 

Living” originated 

probably 20 years 

ago in my heart. I’ve 

been in ministry all 

my adult life. It was 

1973 when I was 

ordained in the 

ministry, and I was 

22 years old at the 

time. I’m 70 now. 

My wife and I had 

two children, and I 

wanted to be able to 

leave a legacy 

message with my 

kids. That message 

was born out of that 

desire. I then 

developed a series 

of sermons on the 

subject of the 3 W’s, 

and I began to think  

 
 
 

about that as 
something that would 
minister to others. So I 
wrote the book, 
published it with a 
different publisher, 
and we sold a few. It 
lay dormant for some 
time. 
     I began to think 
about that more 
recently, probably in 
2020. I’m a Southern 
Baptist, so I hope you 
won’t hold that against 
me. In our Southern 
Baptist Convention, 
we have a brother by 
the name of Mark 
Clifton who works 
specifically in the area 
of church 
revitalization. Mark’s 
really brilliant in this 
area. And he made the 
comment at a 
conference I was at 
that the job of a 
revitalization pastor is 
to help the 
congregation fall in 
love with Jesus all over 
again. One of the 
reasons that a church 
goes into decline may 
be that they’ve lost 
their first love. I was 
thinking about that. I 
was thinking about  

what message would a 
pastor bring, or what 
series of messages, or 
what theme would he 
be preaching on, to 
help the church 
members fall in love 
with Jesus all over 
again. And I began to 
think about, well, a 
pastor really ought to 
be preaching on the 
cross. What did Jesus 
do for us? He died on 
the cross for us, he 
gave his life, he 
sacrificed his life for 
us. And the more I 
thought about it, I 
began to think about 
those three W’s again. 
That spurred me to say 
to myself, “If I was a 
church revitalization 
pastor, this is the 
message I would want 
to preach to my 
congregation.” To get 
them engaged in those 
three W’s, I believe, 
would really help the 
believer. 
The first one is, know 
whose you are. Never 
forget whose you are. 
The second one is, 
never forget what 
you’re here for. And 
the third one is, never  
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forget where your real 
home is. The Bible 
talks about the fact 
that we are not our 
own. That we were 
purchased with a price. 
The price of our 
purchase, the price of 
our salvation, the price 
of our freedom, is 
Christ on the cross. 
Jesus’ sacrifice on the 
cross paid the price 
that we could not pay. 
And that’s makes us 
his. He bought us. 
     In the book, I use 
this illustration. A 
number of years ago, I 
was the pastor of a 
small church in 
Northern Arizona, in 
the mountains, a small 
town. And my son 
came to me and said, 
“Dad, I’d like to get a 
basketball backboard 
and net in order to 
play basketball with 
my buddies.” And I 
thought that was a 
very reasonable 
request, one I wanted 
to fulfill. Our house 
was literally across the 
street from the 
backside of the church 
I was pastor of, and 
they had three 

basketball backboards 
there. One of them 
was low, the other two 
were regulation height. 
All I had to get was the 
rim and the net. I went 
to Walmart, got the 
rim and the net and 
put it up. My son and 
his buddies got to 
shoot hoops and have 
fun. One day, my son 
comes to me and says, 
“Dad, there’s some big 
boys over there at the 
church and they’re 
taking down the 
basketball rim that you 
put up.” I said, “Son, 
they can’t hurt it, don’t 
worry, it’s nothing.” 
He probably came to 
me two or three times 
and said, “Dad, they’re 
taking it down!” 
Finally, I got up and I 
went to look, and there 
they were, and sure 
enough they had taken 
the rim down from the 
backboard I put it on, 
and they were putting 
it on the shorter 
backboard. So I went 
across the street and I 
said, “Guys, what are 
you doing?” And they 
said, “Well, we wanted 
to dunk the ball, but 

we couldn’t reach it up 
at the backboard it was 
on. So we didn’t think 
anybody would mind if 
we removed it.” And I 
said, “Yeah, I do. I 
bought that thing, I 
put it where I wanted 
it, and you don’t have 
permission to move 
it.” Well, I made them 
move it back. I offered 
to sell it to them at a 
significant profit to 
me, but they refused 
that, so I made them 
put it back where it 
belonged. I bought it, 
it was mine, I had the 
right to determine 
where it would be.  
Jesus bought us. We 
belong to him. And, 
I’ll be honest with you, 
there are days when I 
struggle to remember 
that I don’t get to 
make all the decisions 
in my life, that Jesus 
bought me and I 
belong to him, and 
he’s the one that needs 
to be making decisions 
in my life. So we need 
to remember whose we 
are. Secondly, we need 
to remember what 
we’re here for. The 

apostle Paul goes on to  
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Winnipeg, Manitoba 

of the books I have 
used. 
      Natasha Crain 
writes excellent books 
for talking to your 
kids about our 
religion. Her books 
are a great place to 
start. She really 
understands what it’s 
like to have kids. They 
have so many 
questions. There are 
good answers, but we 
need to be aware of  
 
 
 

of them. These books 
are called “Talking to 
Your Kids About 
God” and “Talking to 
Your Kids About 
Jesus.” 
      My wife and I 
have been using Lee 
Strobel’s apologetics 
series for kids. He 
wrote “The Case for 
Christ.” He wrote 
versions for children 
as well. I think there 
are four or five. 
 
 
 

These books get into 
the evidence for the 
existence of God for 
the truth of 
Christianity. It helps 
prepare them for 
some of the 
objections they’ll hear 
when talking with 
their friends. They go 
into the history and 
 
 
 

the science. “The Case 
for Faith” is 
interesting because it 
teaches about what to 
trust and not to trust. 
There is so much false 
information on the 
internet. Kids should 
be equipped to deal 
with that. 
       
 
 
 

      As a Christian 
parent and educator, I 
would be happy to 
recommend Tree of 
Life homeschooling 
materials. This can be  
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say, “And whatever 
you do, do it all for the 
glory of God.” God 
called us to be his 
children, who would 
bring him glory. How 
do we do that? Well, 
there’s a lot of things 
we talk about in the 
book, but I can just 
spell out three things 
really quickly. We do 
that through our 
worship. Christian 
people are supposed to 
get together for 
worship. And that’s 
been more difficult in 
recent days with the 
pandemic, churches 
being restricted, and 
some things going on. 
But we glorify God 
with our worship. We 
express to him how 
much we love Him. 
We glorify God 
through our works. 
Jesus said, “Let your 
good works so shine 
before men that they 
may see your good 
works and glorify your 
Father who’s in 
Heaven.” We’re 
supposed to be doing 
things that honour 
God with our lives, it’s 
how we live and what  

we do. 
     I have a good 
friend in this county 
who’s in charge of and 
involved in a ministry 
to the homeless. And 
when I told some 
friends of mine who 
are not Christians 
about this ministry, my 
unsaved friends said, 
“Man, that’s great. I 
love that.” When we 
do those things for 
God’s glory, it honours 
him and it touches 
others. 
     The third thing is 
honour and glorify 
God with our witness. 
By our sharing Christ 
with others, it brings 
glory to Him. And 
that’s obviously an 
important thing. So 
what are we here for? 
Why am I here? I’m 
here to bring glory to 
God. I can’t tell you 
how many people over 
the forty-seven years 
said to me, “I really 
don’t know what God 
wants me to do.” Well, 
the really simple 
answer is God wants 
you to glorify him. But 
the third things is where 
our real home is. Many 

 
 

Christians are living 
our lives like this is our 
home, this is it forever. 
And this isn’t it. 
Philippians 3:20, one 
of my favourite verses, 
says that our 
citizenship is in 
heaven. That’s where 
my real home is. 
     I think people 
forget those things 
because we get tied up 
in so much of the stuff 
that “has to” be done. 
We get married, we 
have families, and we 
need to support them. 
The Bible teaches that. 
The Bible teaches that 
we have to support 
our family. The Bible 
goes so far as to say 
that the man who 
doesn’t support his 
family is worse than an 
infidel, worse than an 
unbeliever. So we get 
so wrapped up in 
those things. 
Too many of the folks 
who profess to be 
Christians don’t have a 
real knowledge of the 
Bible. They don’t 
know what God 
expects. They don’t 
know what God wants 
from them. They don’t  
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say, “And whatever 
you do, do it all for the 
glory of God.” God 
called us to be his 
children, who would 
bring him glory. How 
do we do that? Well, 
there’s a lot of things 
we talk about in the 
book, but I can just 
spell out three things 
really quickly. We do 
that through our 
worship. Christian 
people are supposed to 
get together for 
worship. And that’s 
been more difficult in 
recent days with the 
pandemic, churches 
being restricted, and 
some things going on. 
But we glorify God 
with our worship. We 
express to him how 
much we love Him. 
     We glorify God 
through our works. 
Jesus said, “Let your 
good works so shine 
before men that they 
may see your good 
works and glorify your 
Father who’s in 
Heaven.” We’re 
supposed to be doing 
things that honour 
God with our lives, it’s 
how we live and what  

we do. I have a good 
friend in this county 
who’s in charge of and 
involved in a ministry 
to the homeless. And 
when I told some 
friends of mine who 
are not Christians 
about this ministry, my 
unsaved friends said, 
“Man, that’s great. I 
love that.” When we 
do those things for 
God’s glory, it honours 
him and it touches 
others. 
The third thing is 
honour and glorify 
God with our witness. 
By our sharing Christ 
with others, it brings 
glory to him. And 
that’s obviously an 
important thing. So 
what are we here for? 
Why am I here? I’m 
here to bring glory to 
God. I can’t tell you 
how many people over 
the forty-seven years 
said to me, “I really 
don’t know what God 
wants me to do.” Well, 
the really simple 
answer is God wants 
you to glorify him. But 
the third things is where 
our real home is. Many 

Christians are living  

 

their lives like this is 
our home, this is it 
forever. And this isn’t 
it. Philippians 3:20, 
one of my favourite 
verses, says that our 
citizenship is in 
heaven. That’s where 
my real home is. 
     I think people 
forget those things 
because we get tied up 
in so much of the stuff 
that “has to” be done. 
We get married, we 
have families, and we 
need to support them. 
The Bible teaches that. 
The Bible teaches that 
we have to support 
our family. The Bible 
goes so far as to say 
that the man who 
doesn’t support his 
family is worse than an 
infidel, worse than an 
unbeliever. So we get 
so wrapped up in 
those things. 
     Too many of the 
folks who profess to 
be Christians don’t 
have a real knowledge 
of the Bible. They 
don’t know what God 
expects. They don’t 
know what God wants 
from them. They don’t 
know, I’m afraid, that  
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serving Christ is better 
than pursuing all this 
stuff. There are many 
people who come 
from non-Christian 
families (or even 
people who come 
from Christian 
families) who get really 
upset if you get excited 
about your faith and 
start taking it seriously 
and saying, “Well, you 
know what, I don’t 
need to pursue all that. 
I’m going to be serving 
God.” I think it was 
George Müller who 
was in university and 
God called him in to 
the ministry and called 
him into missions. 
And he went to his 
father and said, 
“Father, I think that 
when I finish 
university the next 
year, I’m going to go 
to this missionary 
school.” And his 
father said, “No, 
you’re not! What kind 
of foolishness is that? 
I’m sending you to 
university so you can 
get a good job, not be 
a missionary.” And his 
father actually cut him 

off. 

 

     I’ve had people 
joke with me, since 
I’ve been in ministry 
all my life, the 
retirement benefits of 
being in ministry are 
out of this world. Well, 
that’s actually true! I’m 
not complaining at all, 
because God has 
provided for my wife 
and me in wonderful 
ways. We’ve struggled 
financially most of our 
adult lives, but today 
God has provided.          
We’re comfortable. As 
one retired preacher 
said to me, we’re 
“beans and cornbread” 
comfortable. We don’t 
miss too many 
meals—we don’t miss 
any meals, frankly. 
We’ve got a house to 
live in, we’ve got cars 
to drive, we’ve got 
clothes to wear. But 
we haven’t gotten 
wealthy by the world’s 
standards, certainly by 
American standards. 
But God gives benefits 
to us. It is a benefit to 
us to know him. To 
experience forgiveness 
of sin. It is a benefit to 
us to have the Holy 
Spirit living within us. 
 

     Most Christian 
ministers, regardless of 
denomination, are not 
going to get wealthy. 
Every once in a while, 
somebody will bring 
up some of these TV 
preachers who live in 
the lap of luxury. Well, 
that’s not the average. 
That’s an anomaly in 
Christian ministry. 
Most Christian 
ministers just get by, 
financially. But God is 
our boss, heaven is our 
home, and we need to 
remember that. And if 
serving him leads us in 
a direction that doesn’t 
provide great wealth, 
it’s okay! It’s really 

okay! 
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Katherine M. 

Life Coach 

     You know, when 
I was really young, I 
was introduced to a 
life of abuse—about 
3 years old, I can 
remember. And that 
abuse did something 
in me that created 
my proverbial 
prison camp in my 
mind. It created this 
space in my head 
that said, “You’re 
only allowed to go 
within these 
borders, and if you 
go outside of these 
borders, it’s scary 
and it’s painful and 
it could be worse. 
So just stick in this 
spot, right here.” 
And I didn’t really 
know there was 
something outside 
of what I was living 
for a long time.  
 
 
 

     When the abuse 
was found out, I had 
some trauma to deal 
with, with my mother 
stepping in and saying, 
“I’m going to stand up 
for you.” So there was 
trauma on top of 
trauma. I ended up 
forming these ideas 
about myself, based on 
what I was 
experiencing, that my 
step-dad—who I 
thought was my real 
dad until I was 12, I 
didn’t even know he 
wasn’t my real dad. It 
was crazy! He was 
abusing me. So this 
whole time, you know, 
I’m a little girl, I’m 
thinking something 
must be wrong with 
me, and I’m unlovable, 
and because of that, I 
battled depression 
from the age of 8. I 
battled severe anxiety 
and fear of doing the 
wrong thing. I was a 
people-pleaser. I felt 
unlovable. I was angry 
because of that, 
thinking there was 
something wrong with 
me. 
     So I was 15 years 
old and I left home, 
 

and I found myself 
homeless by the age of 
17. I needed a place to 
stay, and I fell into this 
trap with a very-much-
older-than-me man, 
who said, “Hey, I have 
a room for you 
available. If you want 
to stay in it, you can.” 
That wasn’t a good 
idea! Fifteen years 
later, I’m in this 
abusive relationship. I 
ended up marrying 
him, having two 
children, because I felt 
I was stuck. And 
honestly, I didn’t think 
I deserved better 
anyway. So I just felt 
that was my lot. I hit 
those highlights to say 
this: when people meet 
me now, they would 
never guess, even 
people that know me 
now after they read my 
story—they’re like, 
“Wow, I had no idea!” 
Because of the 
transformational work 
that God’s done 
through me, through 
self-development, 
through learning who I 
truly was, and going to 
the gate of that prison 

camp in my mind,  
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going back and forth 
to the gate, where I 
was met by fear, and I 
was met by doubt, and 
I was met by worry at 
the gate. And there 
was held up these signs 
that reminded me why 
I shouldn’t go past the 
gate. 
     But the gate was 
always open! It was 
available for me to be 
free, but I chose to 
stay where I was, 
because I was afraid of 
anything new. What 
would it look like to be 
free? I didn’t even 
know what it would 
look like to be free, 
because I didn’t think I 
would be taken care 
of, I didn’t think I 
would have all that I 
would need. I didn’t 
trust God, that was the 
number one problem, 
and I had this horrible 
identity crisis. I didn’t 
know who I was as a 
daughter of the King. 
It took these amazing 
checkpoint people that 
God brought me, 
these women, these 
three women— I call 
them checkpoint 
people— who really 

just started speaking 
life into me and 
teaching me one facet 
at a time, because God 
only gives us what we 
can handle. He won’t 
give us more than that.   
     One woman would 
come and teach me 
about the love of Jesus 
Christ, and who Jesus 
Christ truly was in my 
life—more than just, 
you know, the guy 
who sits on the cross 
that nobody really 
understands. And she 
taught me who he was 
and that he was alive 
and well today. Then 
later on, another 
woman would come 
into my life and she 
would teach me about 
God the Spirit. And 
then later another 
woman would come 
and teach about God 
the Father. It was 
pretty amazing. 
At the end of it, 
looking back, I can see 
that he cares so much 
about me. But he 
doesn’t just care about 
me this way. He cares 
about all his children 
this way. Grace is for 
all of us. But he set up  

such a beautiful rescue 
story for me that 
happened in little 
phases and in layers 
that I could have 
chosen to ignore and 
could have chosen to 
run the other way and 
continue living in my 
squalor and mess. I 
really could have! And 
I’m so thankful that I 
had at least enough 
smarts to choose the 
better option, and my 
heart was being pulled 
that way. I didn’t quite 
understand it all in the 
moment.  
     So as I’m standing 
at the gate in my mind 
of this really dark 
place, feeling like 
there’s nothing beyond 
what I can see, and 
fear and worry are 
there at the gate, finally 
I heard the voice of 
God on the other side 
saying, “Hey, there’s a 
better way. Hey, come 
on out!” And I would 
listen to that voice and 
say, “Maybe there is. 
I’m not so sure.” And 
I finally gave it a try. 
So scary! But I didn’t 
trust him. It wasn’t 
until I learned to trust 
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him that I could kick 
that gate open, and run 
right through it and 
say, “Hey, I’m never 
looking back!” So then 
I was freed from a life 
of abuse and God 
really started speaking 
identity into me even 
more. But that process 
started decades ago 
now. 
     I think that spiritual 
warfare is where it all 
starts. If we can 
understand that we’re 
all in a battle. That 
what we see is not all 
there is. If we could all 
truly understand that, 
we would see things 
that are happening 
around us differently 
and things are 
happening within us. 
So when you’re sister, 
brother, mother, 
whoever, hurts you—
or the government, 
whatever everybody’s 
angry about right 
now—if we would 
stop looking at those 
people as the problem 
and really see past the 
people, it’s this 
spiritual that’s attack 
going on. Not just an 
attack in the negative 

way, from the devil—
there’s all of heaven’s 
angel armies fighting! 
There are demons of 
hell trying to vie for 
our attention, win our 
souls, distract us, 
numb us. 
     It’s a daily battle in 
the war for us, for our 
soul, for our eternity, 
and for our impact, 
more than anything. 
So I think that if we 
could recognize that, 
and not just that! It’s 
talked about in 
Ephesians, that we’re 
given all these 
weapons to fight with. 
We’re in a battle, we’re 
in a war and every 
day’s a battle—not just 
that, but not knowing 
that we have specific 
weapons that we can 
pick up and use. There 

are certain weapons 
that we’re given like a 
gift, it’s on you, and 
then there’s certain 
weapons we were told 
to pick up. So we have 
to pick up our sword 
of the Spirit, we have 
to pick up the Word, 
we have to put on our 
belt of truth and our 
shoes of peace. We  

have to do those 
things like when you 
get dressed in the 
morning. You don’t 
automatically walk out 
of the house without 
getting dressed. There 

are certain things that 
are already on you, and 
then there’s something 
you need to take care 
of and put on. That is 
so vital to moving 
forward in any way. 
     So if you’re battling 
depression, for 
instance—and 
depression is just 
honestly a spirit—and 
if you’re battling 
depression, and you 
think, “Man, I’m just 
so depressed.” Yeah, 
it’s a real thing, you 
can feel depressed and 
definitely go through it 
the way David did. 
We’ve seen that all 
through the Word. So 
just knowing that, 
“Ok, I feel depressed.” 
Feelings are fickle, 
right? They lead us in 
all kinds of places we 
didn’t mean to be in. 
But if we can just pull 
ourselves away, outside 
of those cases where 
there is clinical  
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depression and people 
do need a little help 
with the hormone 
balance in their minds, 
that’s definitely a thing. 
But for the most part, 
most of us are battling 
a spirit of depression, 
and if we could just 
stand against that and 
pull from the arsenal 
of the Word and speak 
out against the 
weapons of warfare! 
     They’re not 
physical weapons. So 
we have to use 
unphysical things too, 
and our words are not 
physical. Our words 
can go on and on and 
on. They keep going 
long after we’re done 
hearing them. So our 
words have power, the 
Bible says, there’s 
power in our tongue. 
The power of life and 
death are in our 
tongue. That’s amazing 
to me! So speaking 
words over your life, 
speaking words over 
your mind, and just 
telling the devil, “Hey, 
I don’t know who you 
think you’re’ messing 
with, but I’m a 
daughter of the king,  
 

and you cannot, not 
today!” 
     This is something I 
help people with on a 
very individual basis. If 
you’re depressed, for 
instance, because that’s 
a real thing, and I’m 
talking with somebody 
and they’ll say, “Man, 
I’m just feeling so 
sad.” And we start 
digging down to find 
out why, most of the 
time it’s because 
they’re distracted and 
they’re looking at 
social media. It’s a very 
surface thing. It’s not 
that there’s a real 
chemical imbalance 
problem. It’s just that 
they’re not actively 
warring!  
     My husband and I 
were having this 
conversation, and I 
shared this on my 
YouTube channel: I 
had found myself in 
this place where I had 
stopped actively 
warring. I was going 
into the battlefield like 
I was just on a field 
trip or something, you 
know? I’m just here to 
have a good time and 
living life! And I said  
 

“I don’t’ know what’s 
going on, and I feel 
like this and that.” And 
he said to me, “Honey, 
I just want to remind 
you that you’re in a 
battle.” Which of 
course I know, but we 
need these reminders. 
And he said, “You 
wouldn’t go to a 
battlefield and let 
somebody shoot 
arrows and you and 
guns at you and do 
nothing and just stand 
there and act like it’s 
not happening, would 
you?” It just hit me 
like a ton of bricks. Of 
course I wouldn’t! So I 
had to remember that. 
I have to pick up—
daily, sometimes 
minute-by-minute—
pick up my weapons 
and fight the battle 
that we’re in, for not 
just our own lives but 
those who are around 
us, so we can make an 
impact. Because healed 
people heal people, 
and hurting people 
hurt people. If we can 
get healed and we can 
figure out who we 
truly are and walk in 
our identity, man,  
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there is no stopping us 
in what we can 
accomplish for the 
Kingdom. 
     I am online, so you 
can find me at 
kathrynrosemay.com. 
Then you can find my 
book there, and you 
can book a call with 
me to see if our 
working together 
would be a good fit. 
I’m actually in the 
process of creating a 
course that will 
coincide with a 
coaching program 
that’s going to help 
people at the mental 
health level. I’m a 
certified mental health 
coach, through the 
American Association 
of Christian 
Counsellors. I think 
that helping people 
through what they’re 
going through is so 
vital all the time, but 
especially right now. 
So any help I can give 
to people, that’s really 
what I’m here for. And 
helping women 
discover their true 
identity is just so 
incredibly important in 

order to walk as a son  

. 

or daughter. 
 
“And we all, who with 
unveiled faces contemplate 
the Lord’s glory, are being 
transformed into his image 
with ever-increasing glory, 
which comes from the Lord, 
who is the Spirit.” 

-2 Corinthians 3:18 
 
“Do not conform to the 
pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing 
of your mind. Then you will 
be able to test and approve 
what God’s will is—his 
good, pleasing and perfect 
will.” 

-Romans 12:2 
 

“Rend your heart and not 
your garments. Return to 
the Lord your God, for he 
is gracious and 
compassionate, slow to 
anger and abounding in 
love, and he relents from 
sending calamity.” 

-Joel 2:13 
 

“But whoever drinks the 
water I give them will never 
thirst. Indeed, the water I 
give them will become in 
them a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life.” 

-John 4:14 
 

 

“But the fruit of the Spirit 
is love, joy, peace, 
forbearance, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control. 
Against such things there 
is no law.” 

-Galatians 5:22-23 
 

“I appeal to you, brothers 
and sisters, in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
all of you agree with one 
another in what you say 
and that there be no 
divisions among you, but 
that you be perfectly united 
in mind and thought.” 

-1 Corinthians 1:10 
 
“Peter replied, “Repent and 
be baptized, every one of 
you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins. And you will 
receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.” 

-Acts 2:38 
 

“The Lord is my light and 
my salvation—whom shall 
I fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life— of 
whom shall I be afraid?” 

-Psalm 27:1 
 

 

https://dailyverses.net/2-corinthians/3/18
https://dailyverses.net/romans/12/2
https://dailyverses.net/joel/2/13
https://dailyverses.net/john/4/14
https://dailyverses.net/galatians/5/22-23
https://dailyverses.net/1-corinthians/1/10
https://dailyverses.net/acts/2/38
https://dailyverses.net/psalms/27/1
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John F. 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

     Christian 
apologetics is just a 
rational defence for 
the faith, our 
Christian worldview, 
based as it is on the 
premises of 
scripture, right? A 
more expanded 
definition would be 
a striving for the 
complete 
vindication of the 
entire Christian 
world and life view 
over and against the 
non-Christian 
worldview. That’s 
what we’re shooting 
for. We’re really not 
going to be satisfied 
with anything less 
than that. 
     What got me 
interested in it was 
after I came to 
know Jesus in a  
 
 
 

saving way. Back when 
I was 20 years old, all I 
wanted to do was 
share the gospel with 
others. But I found out 
very quickly that 
there’s a tri-
perspectival 
relationship between 
your theology, your 
evangelism and your 
apologetical strategy 
and methodology. 
These three things are 
inseparable. So I 
quickly had to learn 
how to be a defender 
of the faith as well as 
an evangelist. You 
can’t have one without 
the other. The three 
work together. 
     I’m pretty eclectic 
in my apologetics, so I 
draw from guys who 
hold to very different 
methodologies. I see 
tremendous value in 
Josh McDowell and 
his historical 
apologetics, and I like 
Phil Fernandes. He 
was my mentor. He 
mentored me through 
my graduate work. But 
I think the most 
influential for me 
would be those in the 
Van Tilian  

presuppositional camp. 
Van Til himself, his 
chief disciple Greg 
Bahnsen, John Frame, 
Mike Butler, those 
guys I think were most 
influential in my 
apologetical strategies 
and my understanding, 
my philosophy about 
apologetics. 
    CARE is an 
acronym. It stands for 
Christian Apologetics 
Research and 
Evangelism, and I 
started CARE 
probably back in 2002. 
I thought that I really 
wanted to reach 
Winnipeg with the 
gospel and a rational 
defence for the claims 
we were making. So I 
gathered a bunch of 
guys who were like-
minded, and we met 
for 10 years and had 
marathon cross-
training sessions every 
other Friday in my 
home—ten years solid! 
We started to put 
together a museum of 
Christian evidences: 
science, history, and 
philosophy. And now 
that museum is being 
re-installed in the  
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lower level of our 
church building. We 
took it out for a little 
while, and we 
revamped some things. 
Now we’re trying to 
re-install it, make it 
look better than ever. 
     CARE is just bent 
on sharing the gospel 
and being prepared to 
give people good 
reasons for receiving 
Jesus, for believing the 
New Testament record 
concerning Christ, and 
all the related and 
connected doctrines as 
well. The whole Bible 
hangs together. That’s 
where we’re coming 
from.  
     God commands 
that believers be 
prepared to give a 
rational defence for 
what they believe. And 
if you thought a little 
more deeply, I think 
you’d figure out that 
not only does God 
command it, but 
reason demands it too. 
We’re asking people to 
receive with their 
hearts what maybe 
their intellect is 
regarding as nonsense 
right now. We want to  

show people—no, this 
is not nonsense. The 
Biblical message is the 
most rational thing you 
can believe. In fact, it 
actually will give us the 
only appropriate 
foundation for science 
and ethics in the first 
place. So we want to 
carefully, properly, 
prayerfully, and in a 
loving matter 
communicate that to 
people. I think that’s 
very important. 
     Training up the 
children, pre-teens and 
teens is very 
important, because 
according to the Bible, 
the whole world lies in 
the sway of the wicked 
one, and Satan is 
taking people captive 
to do his will. That’s 
what 2 Peter 2 says. So 
we want to gently 
instruct people, in 
particular our own 
children, so that when 
the world throws so-
called arguments and 
evidences against the 
Christian faith at our 
kids, they’re trained up 
and prepared. They’ll 
know how to deal with 
these rational- 

sounding arguments. 
When life gets really 
tough, and you start 
questioning your faith, 
it’s going to be really 
hard to turn your back 
on that which you now 
regard as a rational 
necessity. It would be 
hard to turn your back 
on that. You can 
contact us through the 
website. The website is 
careofwinnipeg.org. 
We don’t have 
memberships that you 
could join, but you 
could certainly come 
alongside us. 

Stephan T. 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

     I don’t know why 
atheists say there is no 
evidence for God. 
There is lots of 
evidence that 
Christianity is true. 
You can find lots here:   
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J. Warner Wallace  

Christian Apologist 

     I was somebody 
who was skeptical 
coming in. I wasn’t 
raised in a Christian 
environment. I 
didn’t have many 
Christian friends 
growing up, for the 
most part. My 
family were unsaved 
and didn’t have 
friends who ever 
invited me to 
church, so I never 
really stepped into a 
church unless it was 
as an adult for like a 
wedding or a 
funeral. I was not 
really interested. 
     My wife and I 
were together about 
18 years before we 
ever went to church 
and seriously 
considered the 
claims of the  
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gospels. When I finally 
got to that point, I was 
already working as a 
detective and I had 
already interviewed 
thousands of 
witnesses, I’d been in 
trial hundreds of times, 
so I knew what is 
required of eye-
witnesses. And as I 
listened to this 
preacher talk about 
Jesus—he said a lot of 
things at first, and 
there were some things 
that were related to 
stuff that you would 
typically hear a 
preacher say in 
church—but one of 
the things he said was 
that Jesus was the 
smartest man who had 
ever lived. He really 
played the intelligence 
quotient of Jesus. This 
is a smart guy. I was 
not interested in Jesus 
as God because I 
didn’t think there was 
a God, but I was 
interested in any 
ancient who allegedly 
was smart because I 
think you can learn 
things from people. 
You probably can 
learn things from 

fictional characters, 
too, but I wasn’t sure 
he was a fictional 
character so much as I 
figured he was an 
ancient sage. 
     So, I bought a Bible 
to see what it was that 
was so smart about 
Jesus. We didn’t own a 
Bible. I bought one. It 
was just a pew Bible. I 
looked for the 
cheapest Bible on the 
shelf—it was like six 
or seven dollars. I 
bought that Bible and 
brought it home and 
started reading 
through the gospels. 
And that’s what started 
this journey for me. 
And it wasn’t like I 
said I was going to be 
a smarty—I’m going 
to try to use an 
investigator’s—no, it’s 
just that was the skill 
set I had. If I had a 
different skill set, I’m 
sure I would have used 
that. But because I was 
a detective and knew 
how to test eye-
witnesses, I simply 
applied the template 
we apply in the state of 
California in the jury 
trials to the gospel 

 

authors. And that’s 
how I ended up 
becoming a Christian. 
Because eventually it 
was hard for me to 
deny the reliability of 
those accounts. In 
other words, I came to 
the belief based on the 
evidence in scripture, 
and of the first 
century, that the 
resurrection of Jesus, 
the true bodily 
resurrection of Jesus, 
was the most 
reasonable inference 
from the evidence. 
And if that was true, it 
was the first of several 
dominoes that lead 
you to the foot of the 
cross. 
     Part of the reason 
why I even got 
interested in doing it at 
all was because I 
opened the gospels 
and read through 
them, and I saw that 
they did not say 
precisely the same 
thing. So, if you look 
at the gospels and any 
account in the 
gospels—the Passion 
Week, for example. 
I’ve had friends who 
have been challenged  
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authors. And that’s 
how I ended up 
becoming a Christian. 
Because eventually it 
was hard for me to 
deny the reliability of 
those accounts. In 
other words, I came to 
the belief based on the 
evidence in scripture, 
and of the first 
century, that the 
resurrection of Jesus, 
the true bodily 
resurrection of Jesus, 
was the most 
reasonable inference 
from the evidence. 
And if that was true, it 
was the first of several 
dominoes that lead 
you to the foot of the 
cross. 
     Part of the reason 
why I even got 
interested in doing it at 
all was because I 
opened the gospels 
and read through 
them, and I saw that 
they did not say 
precisely the same 
thing. So, if you look 
at the gospels and any 
account in the 
gospels—the Passion 
Week, for example. 
I’ve had friends who 
have been challenged  

by atheists to read the 
Passion Week in each 
gospel and try to retain 
their faith because they 
would say that they’re 
irreconcilably different. 
The truth is they’re not 
irreconcilably different, 
but they are different. 
They’re different in the 
same way that five 
witnesses, when they 
watch a murder twenty 
minutes ago, and now 
are asked to describe it 
for you—they also are 
going to give you five 
different accounts, 
even though it just 
happened twenty 
minutes ago! This is 
just the nature of eye-
witness testimony. If 
you’ve never 
interviewed eye 
witnesses, you might 
find that to be 
surprising. But when I 
read the gospels, I was 
intrigued enough to 
examine them more 
deeply, because I 
thought, these are as 
different as eye witness 
accounts! If this is all 
fiction, it’s not going 
to sound like this. It’s 
going to sound much 
more reconciled. 

I, by the way, have 
interviewed witnesses 
who told me a lie they 
both made up. And 
when you listen to two 
witnesses tell me a lie, 
they don’t have 
differences. They ‘ve 
kind of worked out the 
problems, because they 
think that they have to 
work the problems out 
in order to be believed. 
But it turns out that 
two reliable eye-
witness accounts never 
agree precisely. They 
just don’t. And so 
that’s what got me 
intrigued to begin 
with. 
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“Truth, goodness 
and beauty will 

hold the attention 
of a soul.” 

-Christopher Perrin 
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Chris Brooks  

Dallas, Texas 

may recognize her 
name from her three 
books about discipling 
your kids. This one is 
primarily focused on 
you, but your kids 
need this too. 
     Her message is that 
it’s no longer normal 
to be a traditional 
Christian in our 
culture. Secularism is 
the way everyone 
thinks now. Secularism 
isn’t just not-religion; it 
is very specific 
assumptions about the 
world and the way 
things ought to be. 
And these ideas are 
very seductive, even 
for Christians. 
However, if we’re 
careful and intentional, 
we can maintain (or, if 
necessary, regain) the 
biblical worldview, 
which includes the 
supernatural, meaning 
determined by our 
creator, and objective 
moral truth. She lays 
out the biblical view 
on things we ought to 
believe, how we 
should think, and the 
way we ought to live. 
Each chapter ends 
with some   

recommended reading 
for those wanting to 
explore the topic 
further and questions 
for discussion or 
reflection (good for 
private meditation or 
group discussion). 
     There is a lot of 
good stuff here, but 
the thing that makes 
this book unique is 
where Natasha applies 
her marketing 
background to the way 
secularism slowly wins 
people over to its way 
of thinking. It’s 
insidious. And 
perfectly organic. It 
appeals to what fallen 
humans want and 
pressures those who 
resist. Being aware of it 
will help you defend 
yourself against it and 
reaffirm biblical 
morality. This chapter 
is worth the purchase 
price for the book.       
     This is one for 
parents and non-
parents, for college 
kids and pastors. The 
church needs to figure 
out how to resist the 
secularizing forces in 
our culture.  

     There’s a storm a-

brewin’. OK, maybe 

it’s more like a 

bubble’s about to pop. 

Or it’s already popped. 

Yeah, that’s really it. 

Western Christians 

have had the privilege 

of living in a culture 

that accepted many of 

our beliefs and made 

many of the same 

assumptions about the 

world we do. It made 

it easy to get 

comfortable. It made it 

easy to pretend all our 

neighbors were 

Christians.  

     That’s over now. 
The bubble has 
popped, and the real 
world is rushing in on 
us. How are we going 
to respond? We will 
only maintain a biblical 
view of truth and 
morality if we’re very 
intentional about it. 
     That’s the purpose 
behind Natasha 
Crain’s new “Faithfully 
Different: Regaining 
Biblical Clarity in a 
Secular Culture.” You 

 

 

https://amzn.to/3Gx3ja3
https://amzn.to/3Gx3ja3
https://amzn.to/3Gx3ja3
https://amzn.to/3Gx3ja3
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     I had wonderful 
teachers. But there is 
one sense in which the 
standard education 
that somebody in any 
western university gets 
concerning the history 
of ideas, and political 
ideas in particular, 
tends to go like this: 
In the ancient world, 
there was slavery and 
barbarism, and then 
we got the Middle 
Ages, which added to 
the slavery and the 
barbarism of the 
ancient world new 
forms of barbarism: 
the inquisition, 
religious persecution, 
religious fanaticism. 
But then finally, 
thanks to secularism, 
thanks to people 
throwing off the. 

 . 
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Dr. Timothy S.  

Christian Apologist 

shackles of religion, 
thanks to science and 
the Enlightenment, 
people discovered 
reason, and they 
discovered freedom, 
and they discovered 
democracy. And 
thankfully, we live in a 
modern world that was 
created by the children 
of the Enlightenment 
and the children of 
science and the 
children of reason. 
     That’s a little bit of 
an exaggeration, 
somewhat of a 
caricature of the sort 
of narrative that I got 
when I studied the 
history of political 
thought at Harvard, 
but it’s not that much 
of an exaggeration. I 
just increasingly—
partly as a Christian, 
partly as someone who 
began to read more 
deeply into the history 
of political thought 
across the centuries—
became persuaded that 
the received standard 
secular narrative was 
flawed in some very 
fundamental ways. 
We see extraordinarily 
clear and powerful  

arguments for political 
freedom in the very 
earliest centuries of 
Christianity. You could 
argue that you see a 
strong message of 
freedom in the New 
Testament itself. Of 
course, our Lord Jesus 
treats the outcast, the 
prostitute, people who 
were not considered to 
be of any worth, with 
great value, and he 
certainly preaches a 
message that implicitly 
suggests the idea of 
social liberation. But 
very early on, Christian 
thinkers drawing out 
the political and social 
implications of key 
biblical ideas—like the 
idea that people are 
created in the image of 
God; like the idea that 
all people, the poor 
and the outcast, are the 
proper recipient of the 
liberating message of 
the gospel—you see 
early Christian thinkers 
drawing out the 
political implications, 
which you could say 
the New Testament 
doesn’t do because 
that’s not really its job. 

     But within the first  
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couple of centuries, 
you have Christian 
thinkers like Tertullian, 
who was one of the 
most important early 
Church Fathers, wrote 
in Latin, lived in what 
is now North Africa. 
In the very end of the 
second century, in the 
early third century, in a 
number quite well-
known works, 
including his most 
famous work, his 
Apology, he makes a 
direct argument for 
religious freedom as 
something that all 
people, Christians and 
non-Christians, should 
have by right. In fact, 
Tertullian uses, and in 
a sense, invented the 
very term “religious 
liberty”: he writes in 
Latin, libertas religionis. 
The very first time in 
the history of the 
human race we see the 
phrase religious freedom, 
religious liberty, is in the 
work of Tertullian, in 
his famous Apology. 
And a couple decades 
later, in another work, 
in a letter that he 
writes to a Roman 

magistrate in North  

Africa in Carthage, he 
explicitly uses the 
language of a human 
right to religious 
freedom, a human 
right to worship as we 
please. And of course, 
the context for this is 
that Christians are 
experiencing 
intermittent 
persecution at the 
hands of the Roman 
magistrates, and 
Tertullian argues that 
this is wrong. And 
what’s interesting is 
that he doesn’t say that 
it’s wrong because we 
Christians who have 
the truth are being 
victimized by you 
pagans, and you’re 
wrong and we’re right. 
He doesn’t use an ad 
hominem argument. He 
uses a principled, 
universal argument 
that all people—
because they are 
endowed with 
conscience and with 
reason and free will—
all people by right, as a 
matter of principle, 
should be able to 
worship as they please. 
Another remarkable 
example of a Christian  

argument for freedom 
occurs in the church 
father St. Gregory of 
Nyssa, who, unlike 
Tertullian who wrote 
in Latin, Gregory of 
Nyssa was writing in 
Greek. He’s one of 
what’s called the 
Cappadocian Fathers, 
lived in what’s now 
Turkey. St. Gregory of 
Nyssa, in a remarkable 
commentary on the 
book of Ecclesiastes, 
argues that slavery is 
always and everywhere 
unjust. And this is 
another absolutely 
revolutionary 
conceptual 
development. I noted a 
moment ago that 
Tertullian invented the 
phrase, and arguably 
invented the very idea, 
of religious liberty. 
Gregory of Nyssa was 
the first person in the 
history of the planet 
Earth who actually 
made the argument 
that slavery is always 
wrong. And he did it 
on the basis of the 
biblical principal that 
all human beings are 
given an infinite worth 

and inalienable  
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 . family or friends to 
turn to. One of his 
brothers died of a 
drug overdose. The 
other brother died in a 
tragic accident. 
Neither of his parents 
were in contact with 
him.  
      He came in and I 
went and sat with him 
in the waiting room. I 
had a Bible in my 
hand and asked him if 
he had ever read it. He 
told me that one of 
his brothers had been 
religious, but that he 
didn’t remember a lot. 
We got him some of 
the things he needed, 
and believe me this 
man needed a lot. 
Then I invited him to 
my Bible study.  
     He didn’t come the 
first or second time. I 
thought maybe he just 
decided not to. 
However, on the third 
week he came. He 
looked a lot better and 
he brought the Bible I 
gave him. He said he 
did not understand 
most of it. By the 
grace of God, we 
helped him all the way 
through adult 

education. He had 
dropped out of school 
early. We helped 
support him until he 
got his grade twelve 
diploma. During that 
time, he continued to 
deepen his 
relationship with the 
Lord. We taught him 
about Jesus. He gave 
his life to the Lord 
very suddenly. I think 
he just needed to 
understand. I don’t 
think it’s good when 
people just come 
through the doors and 
then continue on by 
themselves. People 
too easily give up or 
change their mind. We 
need to walk with 
them when we can. 
We need to be 
mentors and guides. 
Anyone who wants to 
make a change can if 
they accept Jesus. He 
was baptized right 
after he gave his life 
over. He moved away 
a few years ago, but I 
still know him. We 
keep in contact still. 
He’s married and has 
his own family now. I 
believe he is 
unrecognizable from  

        My name is 
Randy. I have been 
involved in a number 
of charitable ministries 
in this city. I’ve seen 
all of the good it does 
first hand and have 
witnessed genuine 
transformation. I’ve 
seen it in others and 
felt it in myself. A lot 
of people don’t realize 
that giving makes you 
richer. I’ve walked 
with people who had 
hardened hearts and 
saw them change. 
Sometimes it takes 
years. A few times it 
happened overnight. I 
have seen this more 
than once. 
      When I was 
twenty-six or so, I 
knew a man named 
John. He was 
homeless and had no 

Randy S. 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 
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freedom, by virtue of 
their being created in 
the image of God. And 
if God gave us an 
inalienable value and 
freedom that even 
God could not take 
away, then how much 
more wrong is it for 
human beings to 
enslave other human 
beings? And this is 
Gregory of Nyssa in 
the late second half of 
the fourth century, in 
the 380s.  
     So it’s common for 
people to think that 
nobody understood 
that slavery was wrong 
in principle until the 
modern age, until the 
17th or 18th or 19th 
centuries, but Gregory 
of Nyssa provides an 
argument in the fourth 
century, the 300s, that 
slavery is always 
wrong. It took some 
centuries for this idea 
to really get baked into 
the thinking of 
Christians, but it did. 
Scholars like Rodney 
Stark, the sociologists 
have argued that this 
idea really does begin 
to take root, and 
slavery as such is  

 

essentially banished in 
Christian countries by 
the year 800, 900 as a 
consequence of this 
idea. . . 
     Christianity has 
made it self-evident 
even to people who 
aren’t Christians that 
human beings have 
equal value, that they 
should have rights to 
freedom and religious 
freedom, rights of 
conscience. These 
were all ideas that were 
not at all part of the 
moral vocabulary, or 
even available in any 
way to Greeks and 
Romans.  
     Now, I’m not 
saying that societies 
before Christianity 
didn’t or couldn’t 
understand something 
like principles of 
religious toleration. 
You see in India, in the 
third century BC, the 
great Buddhist 
Emperor Ashoka, who 
was the founder of the 
Mauryan dynasty: he 
instituted a remarkable 
policy of religious co-
existence in his very 
religiously diverse 
empire. But it was a 

 

policy that was not 
predicated on a 
necessarily high 
philosophical 
anthropology. It was 
predicated on some 
very noble ideas, 
including the idea that 
human beings could 
and should grow in 
their understanding of 
the divine and grow in 
virtue and that they 
should learn from 
people of different 
religious opinions, that 
they should be 
respectful. All noble 
ideas. But Ashoka’s 
policy wasn’t really 
based on what one 
would call a high 
philosophical 
anthropology, a high 
view of the individual 
person as having 
inherent dignity and 
rights. 
This kind of language 
that human beings 
have an inalienable, 
inherent worth and 
dignity and set of 
capacities, endowed 
with certain kinds of 
abilities, not just 
reason and will, but a 
freedom that is so 
great and inherent that,  
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 Siloam Mission 
300 Princess 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Canada 
204-956-4344 
 
Salvation Army 
180 Henry 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Canada 
204-946-9400 
 
Union Gospel Mission 
320 Princess 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Canada 
204-943-9904 
 
Hands of Hope 
429 Dufferin 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Canada 
204-261-8607 
 
Hope Centre 
83 Henderson Hwy 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Canada 
204-479-4893 
 
Give the Word 
333 King St. 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Canada 
204-803-5773 
 
Family Life Centre 
240 Pritchard Ave. 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
 
 
 

be held captive by 
rebellion. This story 
has a happy ending. 
Our friend went back 
to his family. They 
welcomed him back. I 
remain in contact with 
these people. They are 
just a few stories. I 
have a lot more, but I 
would like to answer 
the other question 
asked about where 
people can go in the 
city who need to 
experience God’s 
goodness. 
       As I mentioned, 
there are a lot of great 
charities in this city. 
There is Siloam 
Mission and the 
Salvation Army. Both 
do great work. Union 
Gospel Mission is 
another place people 
can go. On top of 
that, many churches 
have programs 
designed for helping 
anyone in need. I’ve 
shared a few stories, 
but there are many 
more. Here is where 
the above are located. 
I’ll send the address in 
case you or anyone 
you know is in need: 
         

to all of this. I believe 
that God truly was 
with us on that retreat. 
We dug into scripture 
deeper than most of 
us ever had. One of 
the men there who I 
didn’t actually know 
very well had a 
deliverance. For 
anyone who doesn’t 
know what this is, it 
essentially means 
being delivered or 
saved from spiritual 
attack by demons. 
That was quite 
something to see. But 
our troubled friend 
was delivered in a way 
too. There may have 
been some demonic 
influences. The way 
he put it was like this. 
He called it being 
delivered from himself 
and his own 
selfishness. What I 
learned was thar Jesus 
rescues us from 
ourselves sometimes. 
Of course, there is the 
spiritual realm and 
that is what most of 
all this is about. But 
we can play a role in 
that too, which is why 
surrendering is so 
important. We can 
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“Truth, goodness 
and beauty will 

hold the attention 
of a soul.” 

-Christopher Perrin 
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policy that was not 
predicated on a 
necessarily high 
philosophical 
anthropology. It was 
predicated on some 
very noble ideas, 
including the idea that 
human beings could 
and should grow in 
their understanding of 
the divine and grow in 
virtue and that they 
should learn from 
people of different 
religious opinions, that 
they should be 
respectful. All noble 
ideas. But Ashoka’s 
policy wasn’t really 
based on what one 
would call a high 
philosophical 
anthropology, a high 
view of the individual 
person as having 
inherent dignity and 
rights. 
     This kind of 
language that human 
beings have an 
inalienable, inherent 
worth and dignity and 
set of capacities, 
endowed with certain 
kinds of abilities, not 
just reason and will, 
but a freedom that is 
so great and inherent  

 

that, as Gregory of 
Nyssa said, is 
inalienable. This is 
what Gregory of Nyssa 
argues. He essentially 
gives us a notion of 
inalienable freedom 
and rights in the late 
fourth century. This is 
really remarkable. 
     This is what most 
surprised me about this 
project, that ideas that 
we assume are modern, 
or products of either 
the Reformation, or 
the Renaissance, or the 
Enlightenment—
choose your favourite 
epoch of early 
modernity or the late 
Middle Ages or 
modernity. Some 
people like the 
Renaissance, some 
people like the 
Reformation, some 
people like the 
Enlightenment. But 
these ideas really 
predate any of those 
epochs or movements, 
and I found myself 
when reading Church 
Fathers like Lactantius 
or Tertullian or 
Gregory of Nyssa or 
St. John Chrysostom, 
or others I found 

myself struck by the 
incredible moral 
passion and the 
fervour. And, if I may 
say so, what struck me, 
what I’ve been taught 
to see as the modernity 
of their language about 
the human person, an 
extraordinarily—not 
just humanist, but 
super-humanist view 
of man, that one tends 
to assume could only 
come later, but in fact 
it emerges extremely 
early. And it is really a 
shame that in our 
standard courses in the 
history of philosophy 
or the history of 
political theory or the 
history of moral 
philosophy, we tend 
not at all to be aware 
of how significant the 
early Church Fathers 
were in giving us a 
super-humanist view 
of the human person. 

Gordon L.  

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

     Hi, Drew! You 
asked about books on 
why God is good. 
“What’s So Great 
about Christianity?” 
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What’s so great 

About  

Christianity? 
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Master Dean. S  

British Columbia 

     Do you believe 
God is a God of 
Justice? I think 
sometimes we HOPE 
He is a God of justice 
when it comes to our 
own situations. 
Whether we have 
been wronged or 
someone we love has, 
many things happen 
where we want God 
to step in to “fix” 
things. Have you really 
considered the 
meaning of justice, to 
most of us it means 
“making things right.” 
Does that line up with 
our understanding of 
God and scripture if 
we believe God is a 
God of justice. I 
believe the easiest way 
to understand this is 

understanding why  

Jesus came. Remember 
that because the 
relationship between 
God and man was 
broken since the 
garden, God had to 
“make this right” by 
sending Jesus. 
Scripture also gives us 
much instruction on 
how we are to act and 
what our priorities are 
to be. Mica 6:8 says 
“He has shown you, O 
mortal, what is good. 
And what does the 
LORD require of you? 
To act justly and to 
love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your 
God.”  
     Martial arts for 
justice began from the 
convergence of the 
biblical call for justice 
and martial arts and 
has a code of ethics 
that also calls for 
students to be 
champions of freedom 
and justice. Essentially 
it is important for 
martial arts students to 
not train only for their 
own benefit, but rather 
to help others. Since 
the creation of MAJ 
the mission statement 
is “to protect  

vulnerable people from 
violence and 
oppression through the 
platform of martial 
arts.” Since 2017 MAJ 
began implementing a 
kind of empowerment 
training for women 
called Enhanced 
Resilience Training™ 
that has now become a 
core component of the 
MAJ work.  MAJ 
strives to be an alliance 
of martial arts schools 
that pursue justice, and 
we are always 
welcoming new 
schools to join our 
fundraising activities 
and projects. 
     Enhanced 
Resilience Training 
(ERT) has been 
delivered in Uganda 
and Rwanda and 
Canada. The work in 
Rwanda led us to 
partnering with a 
Rwandan NGO called 
the Rwanda Genocide 
Widows Association. 
After working together 
for a few years with 
smaller pilot projects 
MAJ was ready to 
launch ERT on a much 
larger scale.  
     After traumatic 
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events occur and if the 
bodies nervous system 
is not allowed to 
complete the bodies 
natural process for 
dealing with trauma, 
what we call “trauma 
symptoms” will begin 
to show themselves. 
The effects of trauma 
can cripple individuals, 
communities and 
sometimes entire 
countries and leave 
people suffering from 
these effects not even 
realizing the origin of 
many of the symptoms. 
They will also often 
have no idea that they 
could regain what they 
have lost.  For most 
people after a 
traumatic event, their 
life suddenly feels 
upside down, they 
might not be sleeping 
or eating well, 
experiencing 
symptoms of 
headaches, high blood 
pressure, anxiety, anger 
or short temper just to 
name a few. So many 
people would assume 
due the extreme nature 
of what happened to 
them that these effects 
(damage) might be  

permanent.  One early 
trauma symptom that 
can show itself in the 
first few days and 
weeks after a traumatic 
event is, dissociation 
(feeling like your mind 
and body are 
disconnected), 
dissociation is like 
losing connection with 
our bodies. It has been 
explained as if a person 
can not feel boundaries 
of their body. Through 
our E.R.T. class 
exercises we rebuild 
that mind and body 
connection – this also 
occurs in the class 
exercises when we do 
various drills, games 
and exercises with 
partners and teams. 
For the year 2021 a 
project was created 
called project RUSIZI 
RESILIENCE. The 
goal of this 
undertaking was to 
train 420 women 
(widows) in the south 
west district of Rwanda 
called Rusizi. 
Resilience training 
involves about 20 
hours of training with 
physical and theory 
components.  
 

This project was a 
tremendous success 
and the women can 
speak for themselves 
of the miraculous 
healing and I 
encourage you to go to 
our website for MAJ to 
watch a documentary 
video of this work and 
see photos included 
here with this story. 
     Besides the biblical 
call for justice in the 
bible I believe the most 
important factor for 
MAJ is to follow Gods 
call; in other words to 
see where He is at 
work and join Him. 
Can you imagine with 
me a more JUST 
world? Imagine if we 
all joined together to 
fight for justice for the 
weak and vulnerable. 
     The Rwanda 
Genocide Widows 
Association – Avega 
Agahozo, has 19,000 
members and these 
widows have been 
carrying the burden of 
PTSD for 28 years. 
The work of MAJ is 
just beginning. Our 
goal is bold but join 
with us believing that 
God would want to see  
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Michael J. 

Clearwater, Florida 

healing for all of these 
widows. We are now in 
the planning and fund-
raising modes for next 
steps. MAJ is also 
actively developing 
projects in Canada 
also. Please contact me 
for more information. 
Let me leave you with 
these scriptures and I 
look forward to 
sharing more with you 
soon. 
     “Religion that is 
pure and undefiled 
before God, the 
Father, is this: to visit 
orphans and widows in 
their affliction, and to 
keep oneself unstained 
from the world.”  

–James 1:27 
Learn to do good; seek 
justice, correct 
oppression; bring 
justice to the fatherless, 
plead the widow's 
cause.  

--Isaiah 1:17 
There are more than 
85 scriptures referring 
to the priority God 
puts on caring for 
widows and orphans. 
Please pray for these 
widows and all 
vulnerable groups who 
need this special  
 
 

special training.  Also 
pray for us to follow 
Gods lead because 
when He is in charge 
miracles happen and 
lives are transformed! 
 
 

sorts of questions, so I 
had to go and read the 
books myself. I read 
them and continued to 
read them long after 
the movies were over. 
Then went to the 
Hobbit and the 
Silmarillion. 
     And around that 
same time, in 2000 and 
2001, my mom, who 
had been in a car 
accident a few years 
before that, was 
rediscovering her faith 
after years of not being 
a Christian. We were 
raised Catholic, and my 
parents divorced in the 
mid-90’s, so she kind 
of lost her faith at that 
point. She got in a car 
accident, and then she 
found Christ again. She 
started to model for 
me.  
     These things 
happened at the same 
time. Later on I 
connected the dots, as 
I tell in my preface, 
about how these two 
things were not 
coincidental. I’m 
grateful to Chris my 
brother, my mom, and 
to Christ most of all, 
and to Tolkien for just  

 
 

      I discovered J.R.R. 
Tolkien and his books 
and actually 
rediscovered my 
Christian faith at the 
same time in 2001, 
right prior to the first 
film of the first part of 
the Lord of the Rings: 
The Fellowship of the 
Ring, which came out 
in 2001. One of my 
older brothers, Chris, 
started reading me the 
Lord of the Rings, and 
I was enchanted. I 
loved it. And we went 
and saw the movie, and 
I bugged him with all  
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+1%3A27&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+1%3A17&version=ESV
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just helping me to 
realize that—I think 
for many years I was 
hearing the gospel in 
Middle-Earth and 
didn’t realize it. And 
later I was learning 
about the gospel in an 
academic way for the 
first time, and I said, 
“Wow, these 
theologians and these 
scholars really talk 
about something that 
sounded familiar to 
me”: N.T. Wright’s 
work, in particular, the 
Anglican scholar, 
talking about how God 
became King. I’m like, 
“This sounds familiar. 
I’ve never been taught 
to see the gospel this 
way. What does this 
remind me of?” I 
looked back all those 
years and said, “Well, it 
reminds me of how I 
first felt when I read 
the Lord of the Rings.” 
I think the best place 
to start is just with this 
idea, and I start very 
early in the 
introduction of the 
book with these 
images. Often, God 
prefers to speak to us 
typologically. He  

 
 

speaks through images 
and types. I think even 
somebody who isn’t 
familiar with the gospel 
will be touched by the 
images in the Lord of 
the Rings. You have 
kings, rings, swords, 
allegiance, exile—the 
theme of exile is a 
pervasive theme in the 
Lord of the Rings—
and return. These 
images, they make an 
impression on the 
imagination and 
remind us of 
something that we 
can’t quite put our 
finger on. So I think 
even for stirring up a 
love for the gospel, for 
those who are not 
familiar with it, it’s very 
effective, just on that 
basic level. 
     In one sense, the 
typological nature of 
the Lord of the Rings, 
it draws on biblical 
types and types that are 
in all Creation. God 
has put types of 
himself everywhere. 
And types, for those of 
you who don’t know, 
are figures or images 
that Christian 
theologians believe  
 
 

 

point to Christ. And 
some point more than 
others. So as 
Christians, we believe 
God has scattered 
those fragments of 
himself everywhere. So 
in that basic, groping-
in-the-dark level, the 
Lord of the Rings has 
that typological nature 
that can draw people 
in, and that’s what I 
think did it for me. I 
just wanted to throw 
myself at the feet of 
Aragorn, and I’m 
thinking, now that’s 
how I feel about Jesus, 
but this reminds me of 
Jesus. I want a king to 
command me to do 
something courageous. 
I want to have a battle 
to fight, a quest to go 
on. So that’s what I 
mean when I’m talking 
about the types. 
Let me say the second 
major way that the 
Lord of the Rings—
and even Tolkien’s 
other books, the 
Silmarillion, parts of 
the History of Middle-
Earth series, which are 
very dense reads for 
real committed fans, 
the Hobbit—the way  
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that they’re “Christian” 
has to do with the very 
broad themes that we 
say are part of our faith: 
creation, fall, 
redemption, 
restoration, being in 
the “already, but not 
yet” story. Christ came 
into the world, 
inaugurated his 
Kingdom, and yet is 
putting all enemies 
under his feet, and the 
last enemy to be 
defeated is Death 
(drawing on Paul’s 
letter, 1 Corinthians 15, 
here). We see—even in 
the abandoned sequel 
to the Lord of the 
Rings, the New 
Shadow—where 
Tolkien is talking about 
that time between, I 
think, alluding to what 
it’s like to live now, in 
between those 
Kingdoms. And so 
Christ’s first, the 
incarnation, and his 
second coming, and 
that the Fourth Age of 
Middle-Earth, which is 
after the conclusion of 
Lord of the Rings, is 
like a parable of our 
time, and that you see 
Aragorn giving up his  
 

life and falling asleep at 
the end of the Lord of 
the Rings, as a way of 
insinuating that he’s 
not dead, he’s coming 
back. It’s very 
Arthurian. It’s very 
Christian. 
     There are just a 
number of ways. 
People have asked me, 
“Is it just Aragorn?” 
And I say, “No.” From 
the letter to Hebrews, I 
think it’s chapter 7 
onwards, in the New 
Testament, the author 
of Hebrews, who we 
believe is Paul, was 
alluding to the three-
fold office of Christ. 
So we see, even though 
I don’t focus on it in 
my book, that the 
figures of Gandalf and 
Frodo reflect the 
prophetic and priestly. 
Frodo’s the priestly, 
Aragorn’s the kingly, 
Gandalf is the 
prophetic. Those three 
offices of Christ: 
prophet, priest, and 
king. Even though I 
focus on kingliness, I 
want to let people 
know that I think 
Tolkien, and Tolkien 
scholars have written  
 

 

about this extensively, 
has seen those other 
offices manifest in the 
other characters of the 
Lord of the Rings. 
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